
 English	12  

Learning Guides 9 & 10: Non-Fiction & Media 

What you will hand in: 
  Questions on a persuasive essay, including a point form summary 
 Questions on an expository essay, including a précis 
 Questions on a descriptive essay 
 Unit Test 

Terms you should know: 
argumentative essay 
audience 
case study 
cause and effect 
chronological order 
climactic order 
compare and contrast 
comparison 
contrast 

descriptive essay 
editorial 
expert testimony 
exposition 
expository essay 
formal essay 
historical reference 
informal essay 
personal essay 

persuasive essay 
persuasive technique 
pro and con argument 
purpose 
question and answer 
research 
statistical evidence 
thesis 
thesis statement 

Activity 1:  The persuasive essay 
Every essay is made up of two parts:  the thesis and the argument.  The thesis is a bit like theme in 
fiction:  it is the main point an essay is trying to make.  Sometimes the author tells the reader directly 
what the thesis is in the essay itself.  This is called an explicit thesis.  Sometimes the thesis is merely 
implied, and readers need to figure it out for themselves.  This is called an implicit thesis. 

Choose ONE of the following essay from your Echoes 12 textbook: 

 “To Err is Human” by Lewis Thomas, beginning on page 306. 

 “Science and Beauty” by Isaac Asimov, beginning on page 311. 

 “It’s all real but it’s not all true” by Catherine Bush, beginning on page 315. 

 “The Enchanted Forest” by Bill Reid, beginning on page 318 

 “Forget Prince Charming” by June Callwood, beginning on page 322. 

Whichever essay you choose, answer the following questions: 

1. What is the title and author of the essay you are going to discuss? 

2. Why is this a persuasive, or argumentative, essay? 
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3. Does the voice seem to be close to the real beliefs of the author, or has the author created a 
persona to argue a point he or she does not necessarily agree with?  How do you know? 

4. What is the thesis of the essay?  Is it explicit or implicit? 

5. What are the main points in the argument?  In other words, how does the author support his or 
her thesis?  Try to leave the examples and explanations out, and just provide the main points. 

6. What is the tone of the essay? 

7. What is the author’s purpose in writing this essay?  (Remember, the author’s purpose is always 
“to” plus a verb:  “to inform”, “to entertain”, “to explain”, “to warn”, etc.) 

8. What is the organizational structure of this essay?  (Does it move from most to least important, 
or least to most important, or is it in chronological order, for example?) 

9. What level of diction is used in this essay? 

Activity 2:  Analyze an Expository Essay 
Choose ONE of the following essay from your Echoes 12 textbook: 

 “The Japanese Tea Ceremony” by Julia V. Nakamura, beginning on page 340. 

 “Of Revenge” by Francis Bacon, beginning on page 344. 

 “The Black Widow” by Gordon Grice, beginning on page 346. 

 

Whichever essay you choose, answer the following questions: 

10. What is the title and author of the essay you are going to discuss? 

11. Why is this an expository essay? 

12. What is the thesis of the essay?  Is it explicit or implicit? 

13. Write a précis of the essay.  A précis is about one tenth the length of the original but covers all 
of the main points.  It is written in standard English (correct sentences) and reads like a 
paragraph. 

14. What is the tone of the essay? 

15. What is the author’s purpose in writing this essay?  (Remember, the author’s purpose is always 
“to” plus a verb:  “to inform”, “to entertain”, “to explain”, “to warn”, etc.) 

16. What is the organizational structure of this essay?  (Does it move from most to least important, 
or least to most important, or is it in chronological order, for example?) 

17. What level of diction is used in this essay? 
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Activity 3:  Analyze a Descriptive Essay 
Read “Sojourners” by Annie Dillard beginning on page 353 of your Echoes 12 textbook. 

Answer the following questions: 

18. Why is ”Sojourners” a descriptive essay? 

19. List three details that the author includes to help the reader to create a mental image of 
mangrove trees. 

20. What analogy is the author making in this essay? 

21. Find three examples of figurative language in the essay. 

Activity 4:  Complete the unit test 
The unit test needs to be completed with me, either in class, or in a flex block.  It has questions on the 
essays studied in class, and also has questions on two readings from past provincial exams that you will 
not have seen before.  


